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2015 television viewing habits poll – survey comments 
 
There were 75 comments on the survey in total. I have selected about half of them, which are more 
detailed in terms of explanation for publication below. 
 
Please note that the comments below have been made by readers’ across the United Kingdom, and are not 
the views of The F1 Broadcasting Blog. Note also that some comments may have been shortened and/or 
redacted in places. 
 
Comment 1 

I find Sky Sports F1 to be brilliant. They do every single session live and have the most brilliant com-
mentators and presenters/pundits, I met ‘Crofty’ at Silverstone in 2009 and he is one of the nicest 
people I have ever met. I would never leave Sky now, Sky 100% for me. They really care about For-
mula 1 and I have it on most of the time when I have my TV on at home, I don't like the BBC now. 
Since they stopped showing every race live I have lost a lot of respect for them and Suzi thinks too 
much about herself, David Coulthard and Eddie Jordan I find to be very annoying and don’t take the 
job seriously enough, just answer the question Eddie. Don't like Ben Edwards either, not enough 
passion I feel. 

 
Comment 5 

I have watched F1 on Sky on the rare occasions it has been broadcast on Sky One but I prefer the 
BBC’s offering. This maybe because I am more familiar with it. 

 
Comment 11 

It would be nice if Sky had a system like BT, who are aware that some people already pay a lot for 
large TV packages and so add those channels on at no extra cost. Obviously I wouldn't expect Sky to 
give out all their sports channels at no extra cost, but chucking in Sky Sports 1 and/or 2 and F1 
would be reasonable. 

 
Another, probably more realistic option is that Sky could offer each channel individually at around 
£7-8 per month, because personally I'm not interested in the other channels, so at £29.25 a month 
(and an extra £7 on top for HD) it isn't worth it just for F1. 
 

Comment 15 
This year I'm trying to catch the Sky exclusive races in pubs! 

 
Also, since the BBC stopped showing all races live, I've got out of the habit of watching any races 
live. I initially tried to download Sky exclusive races on BitTorrent, but I found that the first torrents 
for each race tended to be lower quality, and with unfamiliar commentators. I then settled for 
watching the BBC highlights. 

 
Watching the highlights got me into the habit of avoiding media which could reveal the result 
between the conclusion of the live race (and qualifying) and my first opportunity to watch the 
broadcast. 

 
Because these weren't live, there wasn't the urgency to sit down and watch them as they were 
broadcast, so I found myself using my TiVo to watch the broadcasts at my convenience. This brought 
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the added advantage of being able to fast-forward through the bits of the broadcast I had less 
interest in. I quickly found that I had little interest in the race build-up or post-race broadcasting. 
Plus, if the race got really dull, I could fast-forward it! 

 
Once I became accustomed to this for highlights, I found I could consume live races in the same 
way. 

 
It saddens me somewhat that I've lost some of the thrill of Formula 1, watching the race build up, 
seeing them get off the line knowing it was happening *as I was watching*, paying close attention 
through the whole race because if you miss something you depend on the broadcaster showing a 
replay. Partly this can be blamed on the time-shifting capabilities of TiVo, but I believe that if all 
races were still broadcast live free to air, I'd still watch all the races live. 

 
I earn a comfortable wage and I certainly could afford Sky Sports, but I concluded that it didn't bring 
value for money in terms of my monthly cost vs the amount I would use it. 

 
Comment 16 

I pay for Sky so I'm going to make use of it. Simon is still the weakest link in the Sky team for me. 
Ben Edwards is still the best commentator out there in my view, so I often watch the BBC highlights 
alongside the Sky race. 
 

Comment 17 
Large improvement by the BBC this year, especially Suzi Perry. They have taken big steps forward in 
terms of the graphics and intro they use. Ben [Edwards] and David Coulthard are also much 
improved on commentary, along with Tom Clarkson. Sky's format is starting to become stale, they 
need to update their format, Ted is great and the commentary is great (perhaps better than the 
BBC, definitely more relaxed), but the presentation line-up is really starting to show their age 
(Simon, Damon, Johnny and Martin), could do with using younger driver/presenters like Bruno 
Senna. 
 

Comment 18 
Two TV's so switch between commentaries when BBC are live. We think it's wrong that F1 is not 
freely available to all fans but [we] pay up to watch the sport we love. 

 
Comment 28 

My time with Sky is probably coming to an end. Increases in subscription cost and my own view that 
the quality of the programming is dropping lead me to seriously consider cancelling. 

 
Coupled with that is my growing disenchantment with the F1 circus. World Endurance racing (and 
other series) are so much more compelling. 
 

Comment 29 
I have also consumed F1 in 2014 by attending races in person (Silverstone and Austin as I had the 
fortune of being invited to a wedding in Texas a week before the race). As I do not have Sky, I prefer 
to attend the Sky only races. Not that I can afford to go to more than one race a year! I would prefer 
to go to one race than pay for the privilege to watch them all live. I can't afford to do both. 
 

Comment 30 
When Sky started showing F1 I had the HD pack so got the F1 included. I've not made any changes 
since then so still have the F1 channel but not the rest of Sky Sports. I wouldn't pay for the full 
sports package just to get the F1. 
 

Comment 31 
Haven't missed Natalie [Pinkham] during the flyaway races although she was quite good on the 
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Midweek Report. David Croft seems to have gone downhill again this year, he gets too shout-y 
sometimes stumbling over words with no clear idea of what he is trying to say. Herbert still 
shouldn't be allowed to be live but his VT pieces are good value. 
 

Comment 35 
I find Sky's coverage of F1 untouchable, but to get the best, that comes at a cost! I subscribed to 
Bernie's Digital F1 coverage a few years back, shame it didn't last, but I am happy with Sky's 
coverage at the moment! 
 

Comment 36 
I feel that Sky Sports F1 need to have far more in-depth analysis of both the races and car updates 
for the serious fan rather than Mickey Mouse programming like the F1 Show. 
 

Comment 37 
Find it disgusting that Sky hold you to ransom to pay for Sky Sports when we only watch the F1 once 
a fortnight, but have no other interest in anything else on Sky Sports. 
 

Comment 38 
I have been a motorsport fan and participant since I was a child, I also work in television production. 

 
Sky's coverage is disappointing because it's made by dispassionate, generic television workers who 
don't understand the sport. What's also obvious and frustrating is that they utilize only a fraction of 
their capability but I don't know if this is due to laziness or incompetence. 

 
The BBC, whose coverage used to be head and shoulders above Sky are on a slippery slope to 
mimicking Sky which is awful, like a Jedward tribute act. 
 

Comment 39 
BBC coverage quality has dropped. Longer practice coverage and more proper technical analysis 
(not McNish but someone with actual knowledge) [would be better]. 
 
I do watch some of the free online stuff from Sky such as Ted's Notebook but I would not pay Sky to 
watch F1. 
 

Comment 43 
Never been convinced by ‘Crofty’ as a TV commentator, prefer Ben Edwards, and James Allen is 
better on radio. 

 
Also never convinced by Simon Lazenby and Natalie Pinkham when compared to Lee McKenzie and 
even Suzi Perry, plus Allan McNish is a good addition. 

 
All in all, feel that BBC coverage is a little less matey and more grown up, and with all the fanfare, 
Sky have not brought anything to the table, and now their new outputs have ceased, have no idea 
why you would watch it. 
 

Comment 45 
Suzi Perry has not improved - still weak. Lee McKenzie would be better. Ben Edwards and David 
Coulthard are excellent and Eddie is good too. Am warming to Tom Clarkson. 5 Live is better when 
Alan McNish is not on. 

 
The fundamental problem however is the product. The championship is already going to won by 
Lewis. Viewing in the UK may be holding up because he is British but world-wide that is unlikely to 
stack up. F1 needs to respond quickly to maximise the chances of a gripping championship in future 
years. 
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Comment 47 
Do really like the presentation team at Sky. Some of the pundits do chop and change a bit, but they 
all seem to fit in well. Only two I struggle with on Sky is Natalie Pinkham and Johnny Herbert, they 
let the side down a lot with more reality style antics which I find distracting, if they were gone the 
coverage would be perfect on Sky. 
 
Did watch a bit from on demand of BBC highlights and live race this year and found it very stuffy 
and solemn, they could really try harder and get deeper into the technical stuff that Sky now does 
so well. Eddie Jordan is a real turn off. 
 

Comment 48 
I watch Formula 1 on the Sky Now Box, buying sport passes when the races are on Sky, and watch 
BBC when they have it live. I only have Freeview. 

 
While watching on the Sky Now box I also listen to Radio 5 Live, as on the Now Box, it is about 1 1/2 
minutes behind, so they are maybe half way round the track by the time the race starts on the Now 
Box, I'm not sure if this is the same on Formula 1 channel if you pay for Sky. This is also a problem 
with Qualifying, so I use the F1 App to tell me who is on pole before they pass the line on the Sky 
Now box because of the delay. 

 
But I should say at least without having Sky I can see Formula One every time it's on. 
 

Comment 52 
Having watched F1 since a child in the 1980's I find my interest increasingly diminishing. I would not 
pay for a Sky subscription solely for F1 and there have been times when I haven't bothered with the 
live races on the BBC (whose coverage seems to have dis-improved). Missing a race would have 
been previously unthinkable but then I feel the technical side has been going wrong since 1998. 
 

Comment 53 
Martin Brundle, Martin Brundle, Martin Brundle. 

 
It's all about Martin Brundle, where he goes, I go, simple. 
 

Comment 54 
BBC are so much more better this year as Suzi has finally got the rapport with EJ and DC and have 
you notice how they get Lewis first when they are doing live races? I am amazed at how well Johnny 
Herbert is now and how he has become Sky’s number one analyst. 
 

Comment 55 
I haven't watched any of the races so far this season, mainly due to early starts and being busy while 
others were on. 
 
I plan to watch on the BBC as many as possible live and will consider Now TV day pass for some 
others. 
 
Ultimately, the BBC highlights are frustrating to watch, sometimes even confusing, and if I can't 
watch the races live, I have little interest in watching. 
 

Comment 56 
I don't have a Sky subscription so have watched F1 live on the BBC and the highlights shows. It's 
difficult to avoid the results sometimes if it's a highlights race but I do think the highlights 
programmes are better now than they were in 2013 and I do feel I still am able to follow the story of 
the race. Suzi Perry is far better than 2013. 
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Comment 57 

The introduction of the Sky Sports week pass on Now TV at £10.99 is appreciated. 
 

I wish I could record or catch up rather than having to watch the replays at times that are not always 
suitable. 
 

Comment 59 
Sky Sports F1 has by far the best coverage, though I never watch it live due to the fact that when I 
do, I cannot fast-forward through advertising (annoying on pay-tv!), sometimes boring endless 
discussions about trivialities during built up / race analysis (more exception than rule) and the 
occasional 10-15 lap stretch during races when nothing of interest happens at all - again no 
complaints as it is real sport. 
 

Comment 61 
I still feel that BBC coverage is somewhat dumbed down, not helped by the loss of Gary Anderson, 
the only member of the team that was able to explain technical matters to a sufficient extent. 
Despite BBC still boasting some strong talent elsewhere in its line-up, Sky remains the only place to 
watch live coverage for the hard-core fan in my opinion. 
 

Comment 63 
The worldwide decline in viewing audiences can be directly ascribed to pay to view TV deals. If, as 
can be expected at some time, all races shown in the UK become pay to view, I will cease to watch 
any F1. 
 
Whether F1 is an entertainment or a sport, its decline is inevitable, if no one can see it. 
 

Comment 67 
I have been increasingly put off by Sky's desperate attempts to both be funny and make it all about 
them, rather than the racing itself, as typified by their self-congratulatory opening titles. Having said 
that, I have always chosen the BBC due to Ben Edwards' excellent commentary, compared to David 
Croft who is also beginning to grate slightly. 
 

Comment 68 
I will not pay an extra fee to watch F1 on Sky given the already expensive subscription they charge. I 
do not subscribe to any Sky Sports package nor will I. 

 
I will watch what little coverage is aired by the BBC included in their license fee. 

 
F1 is becoming elitist available to a select few or those stupid enough to pay extortionate 
subscription rates. 
 

Comment 69 
I think the BBC/Sky TV coverage divide is not a good thing for the sport, being only able to watch 
half a season live on BBC puts people off and makes it difficult to follow the season, it costs about 
£50 a month to have Sky Sports, which is just ridiculous for one channel, there is nothing wrong 
with Sky’s coverage from what I’ve seen of it but they need to make the channel available 
separately for about £10 a month and they would get a lot of subscribers. When England football 
away matches were only on Sky Sports I lost interest and couldn't be bothered with it and I think 
the same thing is happening with F1, all races should be live on free to air channels. The BBC’s 
highlights could be longer too, one hour isn't enough and why does it vary depending on which 
country it comes from? 
 
If F1 has to stay on pay channels then I hope it goes to BT Sport as that would only be about £15 a 
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month and if you are a BT customer you get it free anyway (although that could change). TV 
audiences are important in F1 and putting it on pay TV is the wrong way to go. 
 

Comment 72 
Watch races on previous results and excitement also on situation of availability of watching races 
i.e. not doing something else. Watching less F1 due to less excitement within races at the moment.  
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